T orowek Eor Release 260SIBARIE B#A-RDP80-00810AC3400490007-4
E il 6?
-t TR ATY  RNFORMET 10
Gazechos. @vakia

COUNTRY REPORT NO.._

TOPIC Pilsen Alrfield

25X1 EVALUATION |_PLACE OBTAINED.| A 25X1
. DATE OF CONTEN|
| DATE OBTAINED PREPARED .8 Septeuber 1953
REFERENCES ‘

2 .
PAGES i ENCLOSURES - (MO, & TYPE)

REMARKS

i
i
i
|
!
i
|
i
it
H
1
i
H
H

25X1

1, Between March and September 195), there was 1little air activity over the airfield

55X pouthwest of Pilsen (N 50/L 04). On some days, no [lights wers made. Individual

£1ights were conducted by biplanes, low-wing monoplanes. Individual and formestion

flying waz practicsed by up to 3 twin-engine low-wing monoplanes with single rudder

assenbly and glassed in cabin in the nose, The nolse of airecraft englnes was heard.

The sircraft cobserved flying during the dayitime bore the Czech national emblem. N

jot aircraft were observed . ovar Pilsen aly fi,eld. Howavar, Jet aireraft were repear,ealy
25X1 geen over whe town of Pilsen,

20 Betueen mid 1952 and March 1953, a Czech wnit with tvin-epgine sireraft, and ,at a
aeparnte dispersal area, other alrcrafi (which were referred to espolice aircrafij,
ware stationed st the field soutiwest of Pilsen. About 10 twin-engine aireraft with’
tapering wings, clumsy looking fuselage, glassed-in nose and with the Czech netional
emblem were obsgsrved. The alrcraly reférred teo as polico aircraft were single-engine
high-wing monoplanes with radial engines, nose wheels, red ncses and be aring - -the
Uzech national emblem. Every day abt about 8 a.m., tuiu-engine airereft took off and
wade dives, low-level flights and formatlon flighte with up to 9 aircraft. The
pollce alreraft usually t"ok off very early in the moining and headed individually
or in groups of twos toward the wost. It 15 alleged thit they made border patrol.”.
flights of 1 1/2 to 2 hours duration each.

3. The airfisld extended to the easi almost as far as the road, which leads west of
Bory prison to the southwest. It oxtended to the north spproximstely as fer as 300
meters soulh of the Skoda Yorks and %o the northwest ss far gs the road leading
from Pilsen to Suilkovske Doly (N “O/L 03). The. southern border of the field could
not be definitely observed. It spparently was just north nf ‘the rosd leading from
Sulkovske Doly eastward toward Piluen. This is borne out by the faet that a barbed
. vire fence asbout 2 meters high extended in this direction. There wap no spur track
25X1 observed. | |observel that railroad tank curs sitting on a speclal -
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chasals of prime movers were moved on the road west of the Skoda Plont.
Yo the northern edje of the fleldo Two approach roads, esch sboul 5 neters
wide, branched off from the Pilsen - Sulkovake Doly road, which runs west of
the field. Thore were no conerele runway or taxiweys observed at the ficlde
The landing field hed a firm grass cover, Three hangars were located along
the southern edge of the landing field. Southwest of ihe hangars at the edge
of the woods in November 1952, construction work was belng periormed on &
large instellat ony which at that time extended some meters sbove the

S grounde A group of threee-siory barracks-like brick buildings was observed
aleng the northern Gdgg of the field. Une of the buildings had & four-cornsred
£lat tower on its top.

4o Thore were no Seviet soldlers or officers observed near the vieinity of the
- field, Ian carly October 1952, jet sirorufi vith swepi-back wings, very high

rucder and elevator essemblles and a jet exhaust in the tail, btub without
4 bresgk in the underside of the fuselage =t this point, flew over )
Swikovske Doly toward the south at en altitude of sbout 150 meters. «fier that
date,. jet alreraft were contimuously observed flying over Sulkovske Doly and
to the soubh where an airfield was assumed tc¢ be located. The mireraft fleu
in groups of 3, 6 and uwp to 9, usually circling widely south of Pilsen aend
up to an altitude of 2,000 meters.

5. Cn one day during the mlddle of October 1952, air activity observed over the
field southwest of Pilgen inclwled individual snd formation flying by the
twin-engine eircrsft as deserited before in this report and gliding end
parachuting. Some of the gliders were towed by biplanes which were apperently

- stationed st encther sirfield. The parachutists jumped from sround 10 of the
transports which were also stationed at snother airfield. -i'rom 158 to 20 men
Junsed from ewch airereft at altiitudes of between 500 and &0 meters. 4lr
activity wes voncluded by 9 V-formations of mine sircraft esch which flew
over the Tield st an altitude of 400 to 500 meters.

6. Betumen 13 November 1952 and 8 March 1953, alr activity was countinuously
conducted by twin-engine zircraft and two types of jeis in the ares scuthwest of
Pilsen. The twin-engine sireraft were low~ulng mononlanes with radisl engines,
elumgy looking fuselag s end double rudder assemblies. One of the two types of jets
wvas & midewing monoplane with swepteback wings and high rudder and elevator
assembly. The other jeb type had & pronounced break on the underside of the
fuseleges at the point where the exhaust ended, One third of the jot eireruft PY)
observed hed this pronounced bresk, All planes bore the Czech national emblem.<end

25X1 1, | Comuent, This information agrees with previous reports covering the same
pericd. -

25X1 2. | EQ et  The type of the alrcruft observed at Pllsen airfield cannot be
teTinined Lrom the vague description. It is believed that the iwlneengine alrcralt

with double rudder assemblies ere Siebel~20/s. The "police® circraft belong to

SNB unite for border patrol missions. The jet aircraft observed are MiGwl5s 25X1

and probebly Yek-17s of the Czechoslovakian flghter regiments sghetlored in Lebrenye

25X1 3. Q@r@m* The description of the airfisld and a ak'e‘bchl |
Ut not forverded, agrees with availeble inflormetion. The corSTricTion oY & 18w

instellation southwest of the three hangars is reported for the first time.

25X1 4e :l,{,‘@mm& The ocoupztion of the &irfield by a SUB unit 1s known from
previcus reports. The assumed Sisbel-type alreraft muy belong %o @ Ozechoslovakisn
Alr Force treining uwolt or a Czechoslovekian ground atiack unit.
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